British beef back
In Germany

British beef cattle
breeding expertise was
back on show for the
first time since the BSE
crisis at one of
Germany’s premier
summer beef events
this August.

By Norman Dunn

The 200-member British Livestock Genetics
Consorlivm made is first inove inte Ger-
many with a large information stand at the
Framconian Intermational Beet Cattie Event,
Schoenbronn in Bavaria. “While semen and
embrvo imports from the UK have been
permitted for some Hme, there’s now 2 very
real demnand for live breeding stock on the
conbinens,” reported consortium member
David Bell whn'd JEETTEy R O e (e
Crackley Farm nezr Kenilworth to manage
the Lrerman stancl,

Bell, whe also bas hos own genetios com-
pany, added: “There are good chanees that
the ban om expart 0f livestock from Brilain
will be lifted next year and we wanted to
be i on the ground at the nght fime.” -
terest in the informalion on show at the
BLG stand by breeders from the Mether

ands, Belgium, France ard Austria as well
as Germany was reported as “ferrific and
VETY Encouraging.”

Longhorns

Giving this event degp in the Bavarian
country=ide an additional Tritish (ouch [his
year was a 25-strong English Longhormn sec-
fion padged by UK breeder Mrs Kerry

lomg. Top of the Longhorm section was last
vear's interbreed reserve an the show the
bull Castleview George from Mrs Sabine

Zentis” 110head pedigres Longhorn herd
near Aachen. Zentis had to be content with

the broed championship alone this vear be-
Cal15e II-IL\ intt"'ll I\I‘I.'I jIII Ihillﬁ Coveeer i||q ]l:'

breeds including German Angus, Flackvieh,

Limguzm, Galloway and Charolais, was
abandoned during torrental rainstorms -
perhaps another English touch!

Jentis, who, unusually for Germany,
kewps her herd outside al! vear round, fin-
ishes her own and neighbour's pedigree
[.l:'ll.‘lj.th'r.rll cattle, "\.I.'Illt'll'lh_'l'_\'. Hwem al a I’_Iri-
vate abattoir and sells meat direct under
the label Longhorn Beef to restaurants and
butchers shaps. “The beef sells at a prem:-
um becavse it is recognised as having supe
ricr taste and texture. My beasts are arass
and silage fed with a minimum of locallv
grown cered s, The Castloview Longhorns
was frounded in 1989 hased on females o
ported from the Fishwick herd of Peter
Close and with mput from Grove Howse and
Rousham Bloodlines
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Top German Long-

herd of over 700
pedigree animals
producing for a
private direct beef
man'rpﬂ'ng Pf’ﬂlg'i‘ﬂfﬂ'.'
Sabine Zentis.
FPictured here with
her breed reserve
champion at the
Schonbronn
imternational beef
catthe event, Sabine
Zeniis is unique in

animals autside all
the year round.

English farmer and BLG consortium
member David Bail represenied British
Livestock Genetics at one of Germany's
prewmier beef cattle events this August
pictured here with the English Longharn
champion at the event George of
Castieview from Sabine Zentis’

prize-winming English Longhorn herd.
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